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Introduction                                                                                                               

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) was discovered in southwestern Wisconsin on  February 28, 2002 as
part of routine testing for the disease, conducted since 1999. The Department of Natural Resources
(DNR), Department of Agriculture Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP), and the Department of
Health and Family Services (DHFS) responded by forming an Interagency Team of scientists and
specialists to help guide the response to this serious disease. Additional testing was done around the
location where the disease was detected to determine the extent and prevalence of the disease. The
Interagency Team used these additional data along with published scientific literature and consultation
with CWD experts around the continent to formulate its response -- which was designded to prevent the
spread of CWD outside the affected area and eliminate CWD from Wisconsin. The legislature met in an
emergency session in May 2002 to provide additional authorities and tools along with needed funds to
combat CWD. The Natural Resources Board adopted emergency rules in June 2002 that authorized the
Department to take action to prevent the spread of CWD and eliminate it from Wisconsin. These
emergency rules may be extended until September 1, 2003.

This Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) assesses proposed rules that would give the DNR authority
and tools necessary to prevent the spread of CWD and eliminate the disease from Wisconsin. The
underlying strategies embodied in the proposed rule are to: 1) eliminate the disease by depopulating deer
from the affected area; 2) develop a barrier to the spread of CWD outside the affected area by reducing
the deer herd in the areas surrounding the affected area; and 3) prevent the spread or establishment of
new disease areas elsewhere in the state by implementing a ban on baiting and feeding deer statewide.
An assessment of the proposed authorities and tools to accomplish these three strategies are the subject
of this document.

The document begins with a Table of Contents to allow the reader to quickly find a subject of interest. It is
followed by a 12-page Executive Summary of this complex issue which provides a summary of the
highlights and findings of this document. Next, the document includes an overview of the proposed rule
and a list of the persons who wrote and contributed to this document. The rest of the document provides
the details and analyses done to determine the effects of the proposed rules and is divided into five major
parts: Background, Wisconsin’s CWD Management Plan, Depopulation, Herd Reduction, and Baiting and
Feeding.

1. The Background chapter describes what is known scientifically about the disease and what is
known about the transmission of the disease. This chapter contains information on what other
states and provinces that currently have CWD in their wild deer or elk herds are doing to
prevent its spread and to eliminate the disease. In addition, this chapter provides the history of
CWD in Wisconsin and the actions that the DNR and other Wisconsin state agencies have
taken in response to the disease so far.

2. The Wisconsin CWD Management Plan chapter presents the goals for CWD management in
the state along with the strategies needed to accomplish these goals. These goals are to
prevent the spread of and eliminate CWD from Wisconsin. The strategies are disease
surveillance, human health protection, CWD research, communication, and disease control.
Each of these five strategies is discussed briefly.

3. The Depopulation chapter assesses the effects of depopulating deer to eliminate CWD from
an affected area. The chapter is divided into two parts. First, an assessment is made of the
effects that may occur from the depopulation program and evaluates other alternatives to
depopulation that might be used to eliminate the disease. The second half of the chapter
addresses the effects of the tools being proposed to accomplish depopulation as well as
evaluating other potential tools that might be used to accomplish depopulation.

4. The Herd Reduction chapter assesses the effects of herd reduction to contain and reduce the
potential spread of the disease in areas surrounding a CWD affected area. This chapter is also
divided into two parts. First, an assessment is made of the effects from the herd reduction
program and evaluates other alternatives that might be used to prevent the spread of CWD
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outside a known affected area. The second part of the chapter assesses the tools being
proposed to accomplish herd reduction, as well as evaluating other tools that might be used
for herd reduction.

5. The Baiting and Feeding section assesses the effects of a statewide ban on baiting and
feeding deer and evaluates alternatives that might be used to prevent the spread of CWD
elsewhere in the state.

The document ends with a list of all the scientific literature that was used in these analyses and 11
appendices that provide additional information on specific topics.
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